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Processing Time Summary

Processing Time Survey
December 17, 2008
This document summarizes the results of the processing time survey that jurisdictions filled out in Fall/Winter 2008. In total, 14 of the 21 jurisdictions have completed the survey. 
Participants were asked to estimate the time it takes for typical processing of different permits or procedures. Based on the responses, 21 Elements staff will produce boilerplate text for the constraints section of Housing Elements. 

This document is organized in the following sections:
1. Jurisdictions Completing the Survey
2.  Processing Time Percentiles 
3. Appendix - Charts and Analysis 
Full data formatted is available on the 21 Elements website. 
1. Jurisdictions Completing the Survey
Jurisdictions that completed the survey are: 
Atherton

Belmont

Burlingame

Colma

Daly City

Foster City 

Hillsborough

Millbrae

Pacifica

Portola Valley

South San Francisco

San Bruno

San Carlos

San Mateo

Woodside
2. Processing Time Percentiles 
Straight Forward Applications 

	Permits / Procedures
	25th percentile
(in weeks)
	50th percentile
(in weeks)
	75th percentile
(in weeks)

	
	
	
	

	Ministerial Review  
	1
	1
	2

	Conditional Use Permit  
	6
	8
	10

	Zone Change  
	10
	16
	24

	General Plan Amendment  
	12
	16
	24

	Site Plan Review  
	2
	3
	5

	Architectural/Design Review 
	4
	5
	9

	Tract Maps  
	13
	22
	26

	Parcel Maps  
	8
	12
	24

	Initial Environmental Study  
	5
	8
	18

	Environmental Impact Report
	16
	32
	48

	
	
	
	

	Developments
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Single Family Unit
	5
	8
	9

	Second Unit
	3
	5
	8

	Subdivision
	10
	20
	30

	Multifamily > 20 units
	12
	20
	26

	Multifamily > 20 units
	16
	21
	33


Complicated Applications 

	Permits / Procedures
	25th percentile
(in weeks)
	50th percentile
(in weeks)
	75th percentile
(in weeks)

	
	
	
	

	Ministerial Review  
	3
	4
	4

	Conditional Use Permit  
	12
	17
	26

	Zone Change  
	26
	36
	52

	General Plan Amendment  
	26
	36
	53

	Site Plan Review  
	4
	8
	12

	Architectural/Design Review  
	8
	12
	14

	Tract Maps  
	18
	40
	52

	Parcel Maps  
	17
	29
	39

	Initial Environmental Study  
	12
	22
	44

	Environmental Impact Report  
	46
	53
	72

	
	
	
	

	Developments
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Single Family Unit
	12
	16
	18

	Second Unit
	6
	9
	11

	Subdivision
	18
	48
	54

	Multifamily less than 20 units
	20
	48
	52

	Multifamily more than 20 units
	36
	48
	53


3. Appendix 
Ministerial Review
Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
`
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Conditional Use Permit
Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Zone Change

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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General Plan Amendments
Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Site Plan

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Architectural/Design Review

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Tract Maps

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Parcel Maps

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Initial Environment Study

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Environmental Impact Report

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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DEVELOPMENTS

Single Family Unit

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Second Unit

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications

[image: image23.emf]Processing Time for Second Units

(Straight forward Application)  

0

1

2

3

4

5

Less than 3 weeks 3-5 weeks 6-8 weeks 9-12 weeks

Number of Jursidictions


[image: image24.emf]Processing Time for Second Units

(Complicated Application)  

0

1

2

3

4

5

0-3 weeks 4-6 weeks 7-10 weeks 10-15 weeks 15-20 weeks

Number of Jursidictions


Subdivision
Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Multifamily with less than 20 units

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
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Multifamily with more than 20 units

Note different scales for straight-forward and complicated applications
[image: image28.emf]Multifamily with more than 20 units

(Straight forward Application)  

0

1

2

3

4

Less than 10

weeks

11-15 weeks 16-20 weeks 21-25 weeks 26-30 weeks More than 30

weeks

Number of Jursidictions


[image: image29.emf]Processing Time for Multifamily with more than 20 units

(Complicated Application)  

0

1

2

3

4

5

Less than 10

weeks

11-20 weeks 21-30 weeks 31-40 weeks 41-50 weeks More than 50

weeks

Number of Jursidictions


Average Processing Time (in weeks)

	
	Straight Forward Application
	Complicated Applications

	
	
	

	STEPS / PROCEDURES
	
	

	
	
	

	Ministerial Review  
	2
	5

	Conditional Use Permit  
	8
	20

	Zone Change  
	17
	36

	General Plan Amendment  
	17
	43

	Site Plan Review  
	4
	9

	Architectural/Design Review  
	6
	12

	Tract Maps  
	20
	38

	Parcel Maps  
	16
	30

	Initial Environmental Study  
	12
	27

	Environmental Impact Report  
	34
	58

	
	
	

	DEVELOPMENTS
	
	

	
	
	

	Single Family Unit
	8
	18

	Second Unit
	5
	9

	Subdivision
	22
	41

	Multifamily > 20 units
	19
	41

	Multifamily > 20 units
	27
	51
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