Program and Policy Discussion Tool
Section: Current Housing Element Review Checklist



City of San Mateo Previous Housing Element   

Checklist of Policies and Programs / Actions

(1.1) Residential Protection. Protect established single-family and multi-family residential areas by the following actions: see additional information in HE.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.2) Single-Family Preservation. Preserve existing single-family neighborhoods through the following actions: see additional information in HE.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.3) Housing Rehabilitation. Continue to provide funding as available for the conservation and rehabilitation of viable deteriorating housing in the City to preserve existing housing stock, neighborhood character and, where possible, to retain low- and moderate-income units.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.4) Code Enforcement. Continue and increase code enforcement efforts in residential areas to improve neighborhood appearance and conformance with health and safety standards.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.5) Building Bulk. Limit the sizes of new and expanded single-family dwellings and duplexes, retaining neighborhood scale and character. Consider preparation of design guidelines and establishment of a design review process for duplexes.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.6) Variances and Lot Divisions. Consider existing neighborhood character in terms of dwelling size, height, setbacks and lot size and configuration in reviewing variances and lot division proposals.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.7) Retention of Existing Lower-Income Units. Seek to retain existing subsidized very low-, low- and moderate-income housing units, especially those that will be available for conversion to market rate housing by the year 2006. Retention of such units should have high priority for available funds.




____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion
(1.8) Condominium Conversion. Continue the existing policy of protecting existing residents by offering purchase opportunities, long-term leases and relocation assistance.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.9) Demolitions. Prohibit demolition of existing residences until a building permit for new construction has been issued, unless health and safety problems exist. Prevent housing stock from becoming health and safety problems through code enforcement efforts.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.1) Fair Share Housing Allocation. Attempt to achieve compliance with ABAG Fair Share Housing Allocation for total housing needs and for low- and moderate-income needs.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.2) Jobs/Housing Balance. Maintain an overall balance of housing and employment within the community over the term of the Plan.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.3) Public Funding of Low- and Moderate-Income Housing. Continue to use available funds to increase the supply of low- and moderate-income housing through land purchases and other development encouragements and through use of nonprofit sponsors and subsidized financing using federal and state sources, tax credits, and the like.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.4) Private Development of Affordable Housing. Encourage the provision of affordable housing by the private sector through: see additional information in HE.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.5) Distribution of Low- and Moderate-Income Housing. Attempt to distribute low and moderate-income housing developments throughout the City. Encourage the mixing of market-rate and low/moderate-income units where feasible.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.6) Rental Housing. Encourage development of rental housing for households unable to afford ownership housing.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion
(2.7) Secondary Units. Allow creation of secondary units on single-family properties to provide opportunities for affordable rental units or to allow for the housing of extended families. Require that the design of secondary units be compatible with the main residence and neighborhood, provide adequate on-site usable open space and parking, and not infringe upon the privacy of adjoining properties.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.8) Single Room Occupancy. Provide for the development of single room occupancy (SRO) units to provide small affordable units in areas close to transportation services.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.9) Multi-Family Location. Provide for the development of multi-family housing to create a diversity of available housing types as follows: see information in HE.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.10a) Housing Density Range. Provide a density range, with densities at the higher end of the range to be considered based on provision of public benefits such as affordable housing, increased open space, public recreational facilities, or off-site infrastructure improvements.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.10b) Housing Density Maximums. More closely relate maximum densities to those which can be reasonably achieved given other zoning constraints.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.10c) Housing Densities for Small Lots. Ensure that inappropriate densities are not permitted for lots of less than one-half acre.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.11) Senior Project Location. Permit senior housing projects on multi-family or non-residentially zoned properties within walking distance of services and transit routes. Continue to provide allowances for density bonuses for senior projects.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.12) Mixed Use. Continue the policy of encouraging residential uses in existing commercial areas, or in locating adjacent near transit nodes, where the residences can be buffered from noise and safety concerns and can provide adequate on-site parking and usable open space. Provide floor area and/or height bonuses for residential development in selected areas of the City.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.13) Transportation Oriented Development (TOD). Encourage well-planned compact development with a range of land uses, including housing, commercial, recreation and open space, in proximity to train stations and other transit nodes. Encourage the maximization of housing density where possible.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.14) The Homeless. Continue existing support for organizations that seek to prevent homelessness. Transitional housing may be located in residential districts and commercial districts with a special use permit, while emergency shelters may be located in commercial districts.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.15) Open Choice. Continue efforts towards the elimination of discrimination based on race, religion, sex, nationality, age or physical handicap that prevent free choice in housing.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.16) Special Needs Groups. Continue existing support for programs that assist special needs groups (the elderly, large families, female heads of households, and the handicapped and disabled).





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

Other Comments / Suggestions / Ideas:
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You are encouraged to use this form to discuss the benefits of each program identified in your previous housing element. Some policies/programs were shortened in order to fit. Please review carefully before using.
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