Program and Policy Discussion Tool
Section: Current Housing Element Review Checklist


City of East Palo Alto Previous Housing Element   

Checklist of Policies and Programs / Actions

(1.0) Build a sufficient number and variety of housing units (houses, townhomes, condominiums, and apartments) needed to meet the State's mandate to replace affordable units/bedrooms demolished due to Redevelopment Agency action and to address the City's Regional Housing Needs Determination.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.1) Work collaboratively with the development community and stakeholders to facilitate housing development that will suit the needs of the City.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(1.2) Promote the development of a range of housing choices (by type, size, and price range).





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.0) Secure below market rate funding to build more affordable housing.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.1) Promote the concept of smart growth whereby housing is concentrated around job centers and along transportation corridors in order to reduce traffic, improve air quality, conserve energy, and increase efficiency in the use of land.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.2) Fight against a jobs/housing imbalance in the City by ensuring that new economic opportunities are matched with a sufficient supply of housing opportunities. Encourage employers to work with the City in providing housing for its workforce.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(2.3) Encourage mixed use and high density residential development in the Ravenswood and Four Corners/Bay Road areas to ensure that a minimum of 25% in these areas is devoted to residential uses (see also Actions 3.1 through 3.5 in the HE).




____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion
(3.0) Facilitate the development of affordable housing to fulfill the replacement housing obligations and Regional Housing Need Determination, especially in redevelopment project areas.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(3.1) Improve the permit processing procedure from the initial planning application through all local entitlement approvals for residential development projects, especially for affordable housing projects.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(3.2) Continue to require residential developers to provide affordable housing as a component of housing development.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(3.3) Provide regulatory and financial incentives to encourage the development of affordable housing.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(3.4) Provide adequate and timely information to the public and decision makers to allow informed decisions be made.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(4.0) Fully implement the City's adopted policies, including the General Plan and all ordinances.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(4.1) Ensure adequate residential sites zoned at appropriate densities are available for development to accommodate need for a range of housing types and prices.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(5.0) Addressing the housing needs of households with members who are elderly, physically disabled, HIV positive or are living with AIDS, homeless, at-risk youth leaving the foster care system, small and large families, and female-headed households.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion
(5.1) Encourage the development of housing units and alternative living arrangements suitable for seniors, small and large families, and other persons with special needs.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(5.2) Facilitate the development of emergency shelter and transitional housing for the homeless.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(6.0) Provide both financial and policy assistance to low- and moderate-income households to ease housing cost burden and overcrowding.






____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(6.1) Stabilize rents in the City through the Rent Stabilization and Just Cause for Eviction Ordinance.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(6.2) Assist very low-income renters through rental assistance.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

 (6.3) Preserve existing, conforming mobile home parks as a source of affordable housing.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(6.4) Conserve the existing of affordable rental housing by discouraging conversion into condominiums.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion



                        (6.5) Address the affordable housing needs of lower income residents and seniors through home sharing.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(6.6) Implement programs to increase affordable housing opportunities and minimize overcrowding.. 





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(7.0) Establish new and/or participate in existing programs that utilize a variety of funding sources to provide first-time homebuyer assistance to income-qualified households, with a focus of assisting existing residents and workers in the City.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(7.1) Assist lower and moderate-income renters in obtaining affordable homeownership.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(7.2) Ensure that a priority for affordable housing opportunities is given to community members who have helped strengthen the City, to existing residents of East Palo Alto, and to those who work in the City but cannot afford to live in the City.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(8.0) Ensure existing residents and workers in the City have access to housing programs and protections that will allow them to remain residents of the City.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(8.1) Implement both proactive and reactive code enforcement to correct Housing, Health and Safety Code violations.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

 (8.2) Improve existing housing condition and preserve neighborhood quality through housing rehabilitation and neighborhood improvement efforts.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(8.3) Assist low and moderate income households in making necessary repairs and improvements.




____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(9.0) Ensure decent, safe living environments for City residents regardless of age, gender, race, color, ancestry, national origin, familial status, marital status, sexual preference, religion, disability, or any other arbitrary factor.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(9.1) Prevent housing discrimination and actively further fair housing choice for all residents.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(9.2) Facilitate the development of a variety of housing options at a range of prices to meet the various housing needs of residents.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

(10.0) Ensure the implementation of all housing policies and promote broad participation in the programs.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

 (10.1) Monitor progress in implementing Housing Element programs and make necessary adjustments to staff and financial resources in a timely manner.





____ Important to Keep






____ Important to Keep but Update

____ Less Important

____ Completed or Should be deleted

____ Important for Community Discussion

Other Comments / Suggestions / Ideas:
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You are encouraged to use this form to discuss the benefits of each program identified in your previous housing element. Some policies/programs were shortened in order to fit. Please review carefully before using.
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